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Premier Morris lemma today announced & $48.5 millicn four-year program fo improve
the safety of students in schoa! Zones,

New-generation/Tlashing light techncicgy and electronic alert systems will be installed
inn a further 400 school zones.

Mr femma said the rofiout of 100 systems a year over the next four years would star
immediataly.

“The NSW Government is delivering on s commitment to improve road safety around
schools,” Mr lemma said.

“This new technology is reliable, highly visible and doing a good job slowing peopte
down in school zones.

"The original 100 new-gencratinn flashing fights were installed in time for the start of
the 2007 school year, and they have now been assessed.

"The: assessment found the state-oi-the-art fechnology reduced speeding in schoot
zones with more motoris!s sticking to the 40km/h speed limit.”

Roads Minister Eric Roozendaal said the four-year school zone safety progeam would
be funded by revenue from speed cameras instalied in school zones.

The NSW Gavernment last year announced 50 speed cameras would be instalied in
schoal zones around the Stale. Since April this year 285 have been instalied, with the
rollout continuing

Latest figurcs until Seplember 4 show 43,166 motorists have been caught by these
cameras dunng schooi zone times, Overall, 91,472 have bgen caught.

These figures represent less than 1 per cent of the 37.5 million venicies which have
gone through these schoo! zones over the same period of time. All the speed cameras
are In schoo! rones equipped with flashing lights.

ihe vast majorty of molonsts are daing ihe nght thing in school zongs™ Mr
Roczentaal said,

“Motorists nesn 10 get the message that speeding through a school zone is dangerous
and recxless dehaviour.

Hf you're caught speeding through a school zone your fine goes straight back info
funding improvements in schoo! zone safety.
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"School zones are there to keep our children safe. There is no excuse for speeding,
especially through a schoo! zone,

“If you don't speed through a school zone, you wort't have a preblem.”

School zones wili be seigcted for the new technology rafiout on safety criteria including
traffic and pedestrian volumes, crash history and crash risk. '

‘Flashing lights are just one component in improving school road safety,” Mr lemma
said.

“Other measures will also be locked at such as pedestrian overbridges, marked foot
crossings, wombat crossings, pedestrian refuges, traffic signal-controlied pedestrian
crossings or fencing which separates children from traffic and guides children toward a
safer crossing facitity.

“We need a commonsense approach 10 schooi zone safety.”

The 12-week evafuation of the new-generation flashing lights found:

* Molorists slowed down an average of 7 4km/h as they entered the schoo!
zones;”

» Anexira 20 per cent of motorists stuck to the 40km/h schoo! zone speed limit
compared 1o before the lights were instalied, meaning 60 per cent of motorists
drove at or below the speed limit;

+ Asingle flashing light design does not fit all road environmaents, meaning that
school zones have to be assessed individually when deciding on the specific
type of flashing lights technology; and

» The electronic warning systems used in the trial achigved a 98.2 per cent
reliability rating, The flashing fights are equipped with back-to-base monitaring.

The report found:

‘Road safety advice indicates that every 5km/h increase in speed above
60km/h doubles the risk of a fatality. To achieve a major road safety benefi,
the RTA would seek the installation of technofogy that would achieve close
to a Ske/h or greater reduction in traffic speed.”

"This technology is proving to be reliable and is working to slow down drivers in schoo!
zones," Mr Roozendaal said.

“The risks motorists take speeding through school zones can have deadiy
consequernices in tha blink of an eye.

“A driver doing 40km/h in a school zone has enough time to stop  a child runs onto
the road 27 metres in front of them,

‘The same driver doing just 10kmih more takes an extra 9 metres lo stop and would
still be doing 4 1km/k when they hit they child,

‘Over 2 typical 200 metre school zone, the difference between getting through at
SGkm/h and 40km/h is only 4 seconds —~ is saving 4 seconds really worth a child's life?”




